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the Fearless to hunt the submarines, having no ship of my own in
harbour. For some minutes there was a good deal of opposition,
which subsided when I assured the Chief of Staff that Blunt was
quite agreeable, and that there was no one better qualified than
the Commodore of Submarines to hunt submarines !

I might have added, and no one knew better than I did, that
there was no such thing as hunting submarines in the open sea
(before the invention of depth charges, sound listening devices,
etc.), but I had something else at the back of my mind, which
I unfolded to Blunt when we were well on the way to Terschelling.
In the meantime I was able to tell Tyrwhitt at 11.36 that I was
proceeding with the Fearless and 17 destroyers, and before long
I got into touch with Waistell who was in the Firedrake, and told
him to meet me with the Lurcher off Terschelling, where I would
be at 6 p.m. with the First Flotilla.

We had such excellent information from our submarines as to
the dispositions and procedure of the Ems destroyer patrol; I had
repeatedly suggested mopping it up, and I felt that the destruction
of a few German destroyers would be a fitting answer and some
salve, to the wounded feelings of the country, when the loss of
the cruisers was published.

I told Blunt that directly we met die Lurcher and Firedmke^ I
would hoist my broad pennant on board the former, and take
him under my command. He said that he was quite ready to
place himself under my orders at once, if I would take all
responsibility, which of course I was delighted to do. I knew
Tyrwhitt, who was fully occupied out of reach, would not mind
my borrowing a part of his command for such a purpose.

I told the Commander-in-Chief at noon, that the Kattegat
submarines were proceeding to the Skaw independently, as I had
ordered the Lurcher and Firedrake to Terschelling, and feeling
that it would not be fair to him to get involved in an action
with the enemy, in the area he controlled, without letting him
know my intentions, I made the following signal:

" From Commodore (S) to Commander-in-Chief Home Fleet.
Propose to attack light patrol off Ems river at dawn with
First Destroyer Flotilla. Submit I may be informed whether
any vessels will be in the vicinity. Wireless signals will not
be made after 2 p.m. (1210)." The latter in memory of our
wkeless signals of 28th August which gave us away. The